Saint Patrick Parish, Redding

By BETH LONGWARE
DUFF

October 8, 2006, marked a
milestone in the history of
Saint Patrick Parish in Redding
Ridge. That's when the faith
community dedicated its new,
$1.4 million spiritual home
with Mass celebrated by Bishop
William E. Loni.

The bishop, who reminded
the congregation that the last
time he visited them they met
in a tent for the groundbreak-
ing, made note of the fact that
elements of the new church,
recycled from the origi-
nal, reflect the parish’s
origins as a mission
church for Irish immi-
grants who lived and
worked in the area,

“In the narthex is the
stained-glass image of
Saint Patrick, taken from
the old church, lovingly
renewed and backlit.” he
noted. “Every time you
enter this church, you
will see Saint Patrick
preaching, and this
should remind us all that
this church was built for
the proclamation of the
living Word of God, for
evangelization and reli-
gious instruction.”

New church “a place of faith, worship, service”’

Groundbreaking for
the new, 4,200-square-
foot structure on Route
58 took place in August
2003 after years in the
planning stages. The project
came to fruition under the
guidance of the pastor, Father
Russell Augustine,
architect/parishioner Daniel
Conlon, and the Hawley
Construction Company.

“QOur architect designed a
post-and-beam construction
design on the inside,” explains
Father Augustine, “Most of the
beams are exposed, and it's
very beautiful in its style and
simplicity.”

The beams were hand hewn
in Vermont and pegged togeth-
er with wooden dowels, and the
rest of the church constructed
to support them. The effect 1s
one of openness and soaring
magnificence. In contrast, the
lines of the exterior of the

church are clean and simple,
keeping in character with the
town and the original church.
Noble Simplicity

Bishop Lori, who referred to
the “noble simplicity” of the
building, noted that it also has
an important mission,

“It 15 not merely a pleasant
part of the architectural land-
scape,” he said. “Rather, it
stands as a proclamation of the
Gospel, as an invitation to
authentic discipleship and com-
munity, as an invitation to
attain freedom from sin, and
freedom to embrace what is
true and good in our daily lives,
even as we serve those who are
impoverished spiritually and

materially.”
Parnishioners, who were

given the opportunity to check
in on the progress throughout
the construction process, have
reportedly been positive in their

feedback so far, according to

Father Augustine. The pastor

says the church’s completion

marks the end of “making do”
with a facility that had become
woefully inadequate in recent

years.
“The old church was built

a mission church, never as a
diocesan parish,” he says. “It
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THE NEW SAINT PATRICKE CHURCH blends in with its country surroundings. The exterior lines are
clean and simple, keeping in character with the town and the original 1880 church.

At left, 12 crosses around the new church represent the twelve Apostles. Father Russell Augustine, pastor,
blessed these as a sign that the entire building is consecrated to Christ, (PHOTOS BY JOHN GLOVER)

was designed only for  needed for a good amount of the property and will be used
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SOARING SACRED SPACE - The newest church in the Diocese of Bridgeport is Saint Patrick's, beside Route 58 in Redding.
Bishop William Lon, joined by hundreds of panshioners, dedicated the new church on October 8.

“This church is not merely a pleasant part of the architectural landscape,” Bishop Lon said in his homily. “Rather, it stands as a
proclamation of the Gospel, as an invitation to authentic discipleship and community, as an invitation to attain freedom from sin, and
freedom to embrace what is true and good in our daily lives, even as we serve those who are impoverished spiritually and materially.”

See story and more photos on page 6. (PHOTO BY JOHN GLOVER)



