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CAMA’s Mining Museum
By John Pawloski

If one wereto take survey of Connecticut residents regarding mining in our State, most would probably
say it doesn’t exist and prob-
ably never did exist. Yet it was
in Connecticut where mining
in the United States was born.
Connecticut had the first cop-
per, bismuth, cobalt, nickel.
tungsten, marble, sandstone,
and granite mines in America.
Our iron mines and furnaces
provided most of the cannons
and cannonballs for our colo-
nial militia during the Ameri-
can Revolution. All of the
iron for “0ld Ironsides™, the
U.S.5. Constitution, was forged
in Connecticut. Magnesium
extracted from the marble of
western Connecticut went into
the first atomic bomb.

The first mechanical
rock crusher, invented by Eli
Whitney Blake of New Haven,
created the crushed stone industry, probably the largest mining industry in the United States today.

Our mineral wealth might not be as great as many of the western states, however, our geology is co-
plex and has blessed us with a very diverse suite of minerals to be mined for industry, and appreciated for their
beauty.
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